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THE WEATHER.
Official forecasts for to-day Indicate showers

In the afternoon.

Abuse never made a successful un-

rstudy for argument.

Doubtless the bolt of Mr. Eckels will
produce a flop on the part of Mr. Thur-
ber.

Hon. Andrew D. White should make
an effort to cool off and take a good
look at himself.

Before long it will doubtless be dis¬
covered that Herr Most was hired to

support the gold standard by the West¬
ern silver barons.

T1 <s manner in which McKinley
s it indicates that he regards the
ial plank as the Dead Man's Cor-
the St. Louis platform.

Candidate McKinley cares to
'i by experience, he will in the
futu. draw the line on female delega¬
tions. They say too many things tha.
were better left unsaid.

Mr. Hanna's plan of having both
Eastern and Western headquarters
looks as if he intends to have two va¬

rieties of financial sentiment on tap
?hroughout the campaign.

Salem, 111., may be an improvement
on Salem, Mass., in some respects, but
if all reports be true, the railway sta¬
tion sandwiches in the first named
place deserve burning at the stake.

Mr. Cleveland was a strong advocate
of party discipline in 1892. Mr. Cleve¬
land cannot become a party disorgan-
izer this year without being suspected
of selfishness. Is the President a sel-

Secretary Carlisle and family are off
on another pleasure jaunt on the light¬
house .tender Violet. The head of the
Treasury Department is not taking the
situation as hard as some of his Cab¬
inet colleagues.

The Republican editors are hot
pleased with Mr. Bryan's speeches.
Yet their own candidate has never

shown any degree of versatility in his
public utterances. Mr. McKinley is
notoriously a one-speech man.

The Tribune is quite busy making
preparations to support the State
ticket Mr. Piatt will name, but at the
same time it finds Jime to advise Dem¬
ocrats to bolt their national ticket.
The Tribune is great on independence
between elections.

Those Republican editors who look
upon fusion with Populists as a polit¬
ical crime are very careful to turn
their gaze from North Carolina. The
Republicans and Populists in that
State made a success of their fusion
two years ago, and are arranging an¬

other political partnership for this
year.

SUPPRESSING "ANARCHY."
The frantic teachings of the Sun, the

Evening Post and other metropolitan
newspapers of their order, that all Dem¬
ocrats who espouse the cause of the

regularly nominated Democratic ticket
this year are Anarchists, Socialists or

criminals of some vaguely indicated

sort, needing to be put down with a

strong and, If need be, a bloody hand,
are producing their logical effect. Sat¬

urday night the members <^f the Jeffer¬
son Democratic Club of tfte Eighteenth
Ward of Brooklyn met to ratify the
Chicago nominations. The usual speech-
making was in progress when an ear¬

nest student of the anti-Bryan press in¬

terrupted the proceedings with the cry
"You are Socialists and Anarchists!"
Doubtless he believed his assertion,
his habits of life, as indicated by his
condition at the moment, fitting him
admirably to be the dupe of untrust¬
worthy political journals. So thor¬
oughly convinced, indeed, was he of
the propriety of his protest that he
met an attempt to quiet him by mur¬

dering the sergeant-at-arms of the
meeting, thus establishing, no doubt
to the fullest satisfaction of his news¬

paper mentors, his own high character
as a defender of law and order and a

foe to socialism and anarchy.
It is a pity that the full name of

this forceful defender of "sound money
and national honor" cannot be put at
the head of the heroes of the Demo¬
cratic bolt. Doubtless if the hysteipipal
organs of Clevelandism continue their
present course of reckless abuse and
scurrilous slander of loyal Democrats,
other shallow-minded ipen with ready
weapons will ezr 'ate his deed.

the jeffersonian ca-tastrof>me:.
There Is no more effective cure for political hypochondria than the study

of our various escapes from predicted ruin in the past, for "history is past
politics and politics is present history." This country has frequently been just
toppling over the brink of destruction, but it has always found a soft land¬

ing place and gone on more flourishing than ever. When Jefferson's election

seemed assured, the impending catastrophe appeared so awful to conserva¬

tives that they were ready to resort to any chicanery to defeat the will of

the people, just as the "better element" is preparing to do now to prevent
the success of Bryan.

After the New York election, in which the Republicans were successful,
Hamilton urged Governor Jay to call the old Federalist Legislature in extra

session to deprive the new Republican Legislature of the power of choosing
electors. He admitted that such a measure would not be regular or proper,

but, he Explained, "scruples of delicacy and propriety ought not to hinder

the taking of a legal and constitutional step to prevent an atheist in religion
and a fanatic in politics from getting possession of the helm of s^tate." Jef¬

ferson's party, he added, was "a composition, indeed, of very incongruous

materials, but all tending to mischief; some of them to the overthrow of the

Government by stripping it of its due energies; others of them to a revolu¬

tion, after the manner of Bonaparte. I speak from indubitable facts, not

from conjectures and Inferences."
This readiness of an honorable man to resort to dishonorable means of

preventing the success of his opponents is characteristic of the defenders of

"property and order" in a panic. There is no more unscrupulous lighter than

an alarmed "good citizen," as the suggestions of wholesale bribery repeat¬

edly offered by the conservative organs in the present campaign abundantly
show.

It is rather entertaining to notice that not only in general principles, but

even in the minutest details, the history of our earliest politics is repeating
itself. Thus one of the most shocking features discovered by the new Tory¬
ism in the Chicago platform is its alleged attack on the judiciary. Exactly
the same charge was brought against the Jeffersonian Republicans. "In the

rage for change," exclaimed "Lucius Crassus" in the Evening Post on De¬

cember 29, 1801, "or under the stimulus of a deep-rooted animosity against*
the former Administrations, or for the sake of gaining popular favor by a

profuse display of extraordinary zeal for economy, even our judiciary system
has not passed unassailed."
And the public credit, too, that delicate fabric whose threads of spun glass

are threatened by the rude touch of a free silver President.its fragile ex¬

istence was menaced then as now. Jefferson proposed to abolish the internal

revenue taxes, and the vigilant alarmist of the Evening Post excitedly ex¬

claimed:
On whatever side It Is viewed, there is a temerity and a levity In the proposi¬

tion which confounds and amazes. If. unhappily, it shall receive the sanction of

Congress, there will remain nothing in principle of our system of Public Credit.
nothing' on which the confidence of the creditor can safely repose. * * * But it is

devoutly to be hoped that the delirium of party spirit will not so far transport the

Legislative Representatives of the nation as to induce them to put the seal to a meas¬

ure as motiveless.as precipitate.as impolitic.as faithless.as could have been dic¬
tated even by a deliberate hostility to the vital principles of our national credit.

At the same time the Washington Federalist saw in the policy of the new

President nothing but "internal anarchy and confusion," "the prostration of

our national dignity and the sacrifice of our independency to the all-devour¬

ing ambition of a foreign nation."
It Is good to recall these things, now that Jefferson is one of the saints of

our national calendar. They teach us that our Republic is more solidly built

than timid political dilettantes imagine, and that the people are not always
wildly rushing to destruction when th ey take the bits in their teeth and dis¬

regard the tugs of their "betters" on the reins. Each generation has to deal

with the same terrors, and every time the mirage of ruin dissolves as it is

approached.

A TRIUMVIRATE OF GENIUS.
If one were askel to mentiorl the

three greatest men of the world of a

regime that is passing rapidly into his¬

tory he would naturally point to Bis¬

marck, Gladstone and Li Hung Chang.
That they are great from any known

causes of habit or environment cannot

be said with truth, for the receipt that

has made one eminent would, if fol¬

lowed, have killed either of the re¬

maining two. If we take the matter

of diet alone, it will be seen that if Mr.

Gladstone, or even tough old Bismarck,
were to attempt to wrestle?, gastro-
nomically, with the menu that Li ha¬

bitually tucks under his famous Yellow

Jacket, neither of them ^rnld expect to

survive the ordeal. Having taken on

board an assorted cargo, consisting in

part of roast duck, kidney beans, fresh

pork, jam, cucumbers, pickled chicken,
small cakes, leeks, gherkins, mush¬

rooms, pigeons' legs, sponge cake and

tea, the famouis and venerable Man¬

darin is prepared with a clear mind to

give attention to affairs of state. It is

doubtful if Messrs. Gladstone and Bis¬

marck could prepare a state paper

after a light refection of that sort, and

it must be remembered that, in addi¬

tion to the multifarious aggregation in

his stomach, 14 carries a leaden bullet

in his head.
The amount of beer and tobacco that

Bismarck has consumed since he be¬

gan to take notice would, if taken by
the G. O. M., have made that venerable
statesman's career one long jamboree,
and instead of being in his present at¬

titude of wrapping the drapery of his

couch about him preparatory to lying
down to pleasant dreams, he would

doubtless be a co-patient with the

famous Jane Cakebread in Lady Henry

Somerset's Reformatory. In the mat¬

ter of morality the three great men are

as wide asunder as the Poles. Bis¬

marck not only had his little fling as a

youth, but a large sized pot of red

paint attended him on his travels for

many years, and was freely used.

Even now the old gentleman sometimes

gets what is designated in the Tender¬

loin phraseology as "gay." Li Hung
Chang has, according to the accepted
code among us, done those things that

he ought not to have done. Gladstone
alone has lived a life wherein there
was no room for a breath of scandal to

enter.
There is one point where these three

great men of the passing regime meet
on common ground. They are all inde¬

fatigable workers. In that fact lies
the true secret of their eminence.

DESCENT OF A DUCHESS.
Our former countrywoman, Lady

William Bere3ford, formerly Duehess
of Marlborough and before that Mrs.
Hammersly, of New York, who was

born Miss Price, of Troy, has been
caught in the eddies of tht

swim and whirled backward. Queen
Vlqtorla gave a garden party at Buck¬
ingham Palace last Tuesday, to which
came Lady William Beresford, expect¬
ing to hold her accustomed place with
the exalted females with whom she
ranked previous to her last marriage.
But, alas! for Lady William Beresford,
not only does Victoria believe that the
ladies of her court should follow her
own illustrious example, and, being
widowed, live out the remainder of
their lives true to the memory of their
departed husbands, but that awesome

British institution, the Table of Prece¬
dency, assists her to mark this circum¬
stance so that offenders shall feel it.
As Duchess of Marlborough the pres¬

ent Lady William Beresford took rank
with the wives of English Dukes, ac¬

cording to their patents of creation,
immediately after the wives of the
Lord Chamberlain, the Lord Steward
of Her Majesty's Household, the Earl
Marshal and the Lord Great Chamber¬
lain, whose husbands are only pre¬
ceded by the Lord Privy Seal, the
Lord President of the Council, the
Archbishop of York, the Lord High
Chancellor and the Archbishop of Can¬
terbury, who in turn rank next after
the members of the royal family
themselves. As Lady William Beres¬
ford she came down the line on Tues¬
day after the wives of Dukes of Scot¬
land, Great Britain and Ireland; after
the wiVes of Marquesses and their eld¬
est sons, Dukes' eldest and younger
sons, Earls' and their eldest sons, and
Viscounts; only just in advance of the
wives of the Bishops of London, Dur¬
ham and Winchester, her husband be¬
ing merely a "courtesy" lord, in that he
is the third son of a Marquis, his oldest
brother holding the title.
The unhappy fate of Lady William

Beresford should serve as an example
to American heiresses who contem¬
plate marrying into the British peer¬
age. Let them marry healthful nobles,
or be prepared to descend in rank if
they marry beneath them after be¬
coming widows.

THE NEW CHARTER.
The Sub-Committee on Charter of

the Greater New York Commission is
taking some very weighty decisions.
It is preparing a plan for a borough
system of government which will be
a complete novelty in America, and
which has no Counterpart in all its
features anywhere in the world.
Mr. Gilroy thinks that this important

work should be carried on in the dark.
He objects to making any of the ideas
of the sub-committee public until the
whole charter has been completed.
That seems to us an exceedingly ill-
advised ground to take. The^time al¬
lowed for discussiqn of the charter is
short. The subject will not be too well
understood if we begin its considera¬
tion at once. And the only way to se¬

cure any general understanding at all,

is to allow It to be watched In the
process of incubation. If we wait until
the Commissioners have made up their
minds we shall not be able to weigh
the arguments that have led them to

adopt the course they have chosen,
rather than some other.
The charter makers need all the light

they can obtain from public discussion
and criticism of their work while it is
in progress. Most of them have paid
comparatively little attention hitherto
to the science of municipal govern¬
ment. They have their education in
that matter to acquire as they go
along, and they cannot gain it to ad¬

vantage in a corner. The plan that is
now taking shape, ingenious and sug¬
gestive as it is, is open to numerous

criticisms that ought to be not only
permitted, but Invited. Among three
million people there may be ideas that
nine men might overlook.

A DOUBLE STANDARD OF HONOR
According to the financial article in

yesterday's Times,
The question immediately before financial

interests Is the condition of the Treasury
gold reserve. Almost the only gold to be
got at easily at this time by individuals is
what Is in the Treasury. What the banks
hold they can keep, because no depositor
has a legal right to demand that his deposit
be repaid to him in any special kind of

legal-tender money. He acquired no such

right when he made his deposit. The only
right he acquired was the naked right to

demand repayment in legal tender. Conse¬

quently, as the banks are generally using
what gold they have for reserve, they are

not likely to pay it out; and whether gold is

at a premium or not, It would still dis¬

charge all the monetary functions it is dis¬

charging now.namely, serving as a basis

for bank credits.
The Times speaks for the banking in¬

terests, with practically official author¬

ity. The idea in these circles, then, is

that a bank may properly take advan¬

tage of its legal right to pay its cred¬

itors in any kind of money most con¬

venient to itself. But if the banks,
why not the Treasury? The holder of

a Treasury note has no more legal
right than a bank depositor to de¬

mand payment in gold. The only
promise the Government makes is to

pay in coin. Yet the same banks which
refuse to pay gold to their own cus¬

tomers, because they are not legally
compelled to do so, demand it of the

Treasury as a matter of good faith,
and insist that the Government shall

Issue bonds to procure gold for such

purposes when it already has legal
tender silver on hand. Will the Times

explain why what is sauce for the

Treasury goose is not sauce for the

banking gander?

DEMOCRATS AISID THE SUPREM El COURT.

Our contemporary in the Tenderloin precinct, the Herald, is distressed

over that? clause in the Chicago platform which suggests the reconstruction of

the United States Supreme Court, to the end that its decision in the income

tax case may be reversed. To a correspondent who inquires how this may

be accomplished, the Herald answers that If elected, and if vacancies occur

in the court during his term, Mr. Bryan will fill them with appointees known

to believe in the principle of an income tax. Such a course apparently im¬

presses our contemporary as reprehensible, but it is, after all, only following
time honored precedent. The dignity of the Supreme Court and its absolute

incorruptibility have blinded the people to the fact that it is essentially a

political tribunal, made up almost without exception of men who have been

active partisans, and who owe their appointments quite as much to political
endeavors as to their legal attainments. We may rest quite assured that should

Major McKinley be elected and have a vacancy in the Supreme Court to fill

the appointee will be a believer in the theory of protection.a theory, by the

way, which has been only mentioned by the Supreme Court to be condemned.

Respect for the Supreme Court of the United States need not blind the

people to the fact that it has not always been consistent in its interpretation
of the law; has not, indeed, failed to revepe its own decisions, not once or

twice,¦' but a dozen times. The Democratic plank in support of an income tax

asserts no falsehood when it sets forth that the adverse decision of the court

on that tax reversed "decisions of that court for nearly one hundred years,

that court having in that decision sustained constitutional objections to its

enactment which had previously been overruled by the ablest judges that

ever sat on that bench." Though perhaps the most unfortunate instance of

its varying moods and tempers in construing the law, the income tax deci¬

sion is not the most striking one recorded in the records of the Supreme
Court. It would, indeed, be futile to hope that a tribunal, constantly chang¬

ing in its political complexion, could maintain for a century unbroken con¬

sistency in its adjudication of the reciprocal rights of the States and the

National Government.the issue which lies at the foundation of all the differ¬

ences which divide the two great parties from which its members are drawn.

In common with many other false and wholly unfounded statements about

the action of the Democratic Convention at Chicago, the assertion has been

freely made that its platform proposes to change violently the personnel of

the Supreme Court. In all the platform there is no suggestion or hint of

such a thing. Beyond the reference to the court "as it may hereafter be

constituted" in the plank urging the reimpositlon of an income tax, there is

nothing that could possibly give color to so foolish a charge, and the changes
in the constitution of the court are as inevitable as death and the rotation in

power of the political parties.
No "packing" of the Supreme Court la to be feared in the event of Mr.

Bryan's election, unless the policy which President Cleveland has consist¬

ently followed of appointing to the court only those who agree with his po¬

litical beliefs is to be so described.

The would-be Sancho Panza of the

police force who stated in his examina¬
tion that he considered "whiskey, wo¬

men and poverty as the chief causes of

crime," though probably lost to the

force by reason of his naivete, should

certainly be accorded a seat on the

bench. It would be a thousand pities
to allow so much good raw material in

the wisdom line to waste itself in its

present probable employment of in¬

specting the pavements.

The average income' of the persons
connected in an^ way with farms in

the United States is ten cents a day.
This is one-half the sum allowed by
the State for the support of paupers,
and about one-third the sum per diem

allowed in most States for convict
labor. Is there reason for wonder that

the farming elerrient, which composes

one-third of our population, is anxious

for some kind of reform in our social

and commercial system? Surely the

producers of the country are entitled
to be heard when they ask for redress

!for crying wrongs.

The attitude of those people and

newspapers who are content with the

present condition of affairs, and who
answer the cry for relief which comes

from millions of their fellows by cry¬

ing, "Gold, gold," is very similar to
that of the precocious young chicken

(who, with some of his feathered com-

panions, was summoned before the
farmer. "My children," said the farm¬
er, "how do you prefer to die?" "Sir."
replied the precocious chicken, "we
don't want to die at all." "My child,"
responded the farmed, "you wander
from the point."

Mr. J. H. Davis, of Sulphur Springs,
Texas, who through pleasantry of cam-

paign nomenclature has been dubbed
"Cyclone" Davis, was, we trust, mail-
ciously reported when it was averred
that he said: "I have not gone to see

Bryan, and neither will I go to see

Bryan. I will have nothing to do with
Bryan. They may take my arms out
of their sockets, they may disembowel
me, they may tear me to bits, inch by
inch, and I shall never consent that
our convention shall indorse or nom¬

inate or have anything whatever to do
with pryan and SewalL" Mr. Davis

seems to be planning to secure employ¬
ment on the New York Sun.

It Is doubtful If the story of William
Fisher, of Hoboken, will ever be pub¬
lished in the Sunday-skhool books. The
present status of tne narrative is that
Mr. Fisher, who was until recently a

hard-working employe of the Four¬
teenth street ferry, had reached the
age of seventy-three years a poor man,
having invested his early savings and
all his surplus earnings in lottery tick¬
ets for the last twenty-five years. Now
if the gentleman had desired to point
a moral more than to adorn a tale he
would have continued to buy the wrong
numbers in the lottery and have ended
his days in the poorhouse. On the con¬

trary, he has juet purchased a winning
number that brings him in $15,000, has
retired from the ferriage business, and
contemplates living in luxury for the
remainder of his days. There is still
an opportunity jfor Mr. Fisher to live
in Sunday-school literature, however,
if he will only acquire bad habits as

the result of his wealth, and commit a

crime and go to the devil.

Messrs. Gould and Sage have offered
their amended plan for rapid transit
in the annexed district. It consists
principally of a scheme for surface
trolley lines, with a hint of pos¬
sible compressed air motors or steam
dummies. But even this modest of¬
fer is not tendered as a certainty,
for Mr. Gould says that the company
will not build a foot into the annexed
district unless land damages are
waived. In other words, the company
wants other people's property, but is
not willing to pay for it. All this, of
course, is entirely apart from the real
problem of rapid transit, which is on
Manhattan Island. When we find a

way to handle the hundreds of thou¬
sands of people that go up and down
every day in the space between the
Battery and Harlem, we shall not have
much trouble in taking care of the thou¬
sands between Harlem and Yonkers.
The Rapid Transit Commission was
created to solve this grand problem of
the swift and convenient transporta¬
tion of the masi of our travelling popu¬
lation, and thfj less time it wastes on
Gould and Sage the sooner it will ful¬
fil the purpose of Its existence.

PRATTLE.

A Transient Record of in¬
dividual Opinion.
By AMBROSE BIERCE.

The subject of "rapid transit" is engag¬
ing, but it fatigues. Like the poor, it is
"always with us," and always will be.
The hopeful gentleman who believes it a

problem capable of solution, and, looking
down the dim vistas of the time to be,
sees an adequate number of uncrowded
cars pleasantly traversing the town on the
surface of the earth, in the air above the
earth and through the tunnels under the
earth, may justly boast a gift of prophecy
that is independent of fact and superior to
reason. There can never be sufficient "ac¬
commodation" for all who wish to travel,
for with every increase in the accommoda¬
tion there is a more than corresponding in¬
crease in the number of those wishing to
travel; the supply begets the demand,
which outruns it. Nothing is more certain
than that the discomforts of overcrowding
keep out of the cars on the elevated aud
surface roads enough persons to over¬
crowd them at every lessening of the dis¬
comforts by an increase in the number of
cars and frequency of trips. To the many
thousands of persons who go every Sunday
of the Summer to Coney Island and other
suburban resorts better facilities for reach¬
ing these places would add other thou¬
sands, until our latter state would be no
better than our former. A limited num¬
ber of persons travel for business; an in¬
definite but greatly larger number travel
for pleasure; and behind these are a vir¬
tually inexhaustible multitude who would
travel for fun if it were fun to travel.
With the accommodations and facilities for
which we seraphim and cherubim contin¬
ually do cry, and at "popular" rates (the
rate most truly popular Is the least rate),
nobody would walk a block.the entire pop¬
ulation would rise as one man and board
the cars. These be truths to ther perpend¬
ing whereof we might profitably set such
ailing understandings as the gods have
gifted us withal.

Your optimist is an animal of high utility
.the horse is not to be compared with him.
Unsustalned by a profound conviction of
the curability of all evils (the gospel which
it is his peculiar province to preach), men

would be slothful savages. Inaccessible to
the suasion of hope, deaf to the calls of
endeavor, stupidly content even with those
evils that are curable. Let us, therefore,
encourage the poor optimist, cheer him In
his barren toil for the betterment of his
condition and ours, nor smile at him, dimly
discernible in tne dust that he raises in his
pursuit of happiness. Nevertheless, in one

who has met him and is a pessimist it Is
sometimes a Christian duty to buttonhole
him on his way and fill the giant spathe of
his ear with cold counsel. Wherefore this
present screed on the futility of overzeal in
service of his Iridescent dream of rapid
transit as a practical substitute for the
rabid transit that we havel You may mul¬
tiply your cars till the streets are too few
and too short to contain them, man them
with train hands distinguished for their
society manners, aud reduce the fare to

nothing a trip; you will still have to fight
for your seat, and another fellow will get
it. And it will remain true that the bicycle
offers the least hateful method of getting
away from the place where you are to the

place where ycu are^not.
If the Rev. D J. *'. Clymer, or Tioy, nuu

the courage o his convictions, he would
set up a new 1 ligion and go down to fame
with that holy company, Buddha, Mahomet,
Zoroaster and the sainted founder of Gas-
trolatry, or B lly Worship, whose name is
lost in "the d "k, backward and abysm of
time." Dr. C ymer is the ingenious propo¬
nent of the bi 'ycle cult; he calls the wheel
"a moral mec aijism," "an embodiment of
the principles of Chrisitanity," "a gift of
God, symbollz ng His unspeakable gift of
Jesus Christ, "a mechanical savior".
which, as befi 3 an enterprising cyclophile,
is going far. As the visible head of tne
Church Militi at of Latter Day Straddle-
gungers, this holy gentleman of God, ped¬
alling along \ <e wheelway to Heaven, his
nose at the tandle-bar and his coattails
snapping in t e vacuum behind him, would
be an enga ,ing and imptressive figure.
But, If this < rainent divine will accept an

intimation f- a lowly profane, while
jocundly urgl g his sacred cyke athwart the
spiritual rem dins of devotees of other and
older faiths he will seriously consider
whitherward he is actually headed, and if
the grade *is not fairly good for coasting.
If blasphemy is as bad as it sounds, the
reverend gen leman Is not going to do all
his scorching in this vale of tears.

In the m ter of cycling.actual, sure-

enough, sec lar cycling.I venture to ask
how It Is t- at "world's records" are im¬
mune from >reakage by any but our com-

patriots. Ne arly every day some of them
.are "smashe-d" by a rider who might have
r>een a Rus: ian or a Prussian or a Turk,
but In point of fact Is an American. Is it
possible tha . outside the land of the free
and the hon e of the brave the management
Oif the cyP ' is Imperfectly understood?
Cannot Eug and and the entire continent of
Europe furn -sh forth an occasional "world-
beater" in some of the less important
"events?" fo the L. A. W. and the sport¬
ing editors the world appears to be bound¬
ed by Cam da, Mexico., Adolph Sutro and
Tom Reed.

^ ^

"What is that, father?" "That's tan bark,
child.

Spread in the street to soften the sound
Of the wheels that clatter and bang and bound

Tin spirits of mortals are fierce and wild."

"But why i* it spread in so small a spot.
Only in front of a single door? j
Didn't the gentlowan have any more?"

"So help me goodness, my boy, they had not."

"But why did they put it just tljere Instead
Of another place in a stonier street?"
.' 'Tis a rich man's dwelling, my sweet, my

sweet,
And he lies, poor gentleman ill in bed.**

"I'm sorry, my father, but how if * man

Not rich aud good were as 111 as he?
Would his sisters and cousins and aunts be free

To litter the highway with black-and-tan?

"Would not the police be all astSr
(

To crack the skulls of the gang and exclaim:
.Qet oft the earth, you scum of the same?' "

.'Nay, child of mine age, I'm persuaded you err."

During the storm "of Wednesday last a

tall flagstaff at Asbury Park, which for
twenty-five years had borne a banner with
the strange device "Peace on Earth, Good
Will Toward Men," was made into match¬
wood by a thunderbolt. Wherefore It is
Inferred that that bolt was organized by
the "sound-money Democracy."
That hardy and ingenious explorer, that

sun-eyed searcher of the intense inane,
that robber-baron invader of literature's
loud oblivion, that painstaking chiffonnier
of fame's eternal dumping ground, Mr.
Perclval Pollard, of the Echo, has dragged
to upper day two worse writers than

[ Stephen Crane, and names them out loud

in meeting. I suppose we shall have to
accept them If he insist, for he is a skilled
culler of simpletons, and takes a pride in
his work, but the names (H. W. Phillips
and Rupert Hughes.which I suppress) are
unfamiliar to me; and I had thought that
there could be only two .worse writers than
Stephen Crane.namely, \two Stephen
Cranes.

The mental processes of a Juryman are
not, apparently, a result of eA'olution; they
are a phenomenon of inspiration, and a
glimpse of them puts us in touch with the
doctrine of divine intervention in secular
affairs. To the orderly operation of no
natural laws can the vagaries of a juror's
understanding be traced; so, rejecting the
theory of change, we are bound to accept
them as a miraculous endowment in pro¬
vision for an emergency not foreseen in the
juror's creation and equipment. In a recent
case that has commanded a deal of atten¬
tion "the jury," it is related, "never had
any doubts regarding Hirschkopf's guilt,
and the only thing that saved him from
the electrical chair was that five declared
on the first ballot that they would not send
any man to his death on the testimony of
such self-confessed scoundrels as Rosen-
baum and Glueckman." But on that
doubtful testimony they were willing to,
and did, send hlin to the penitentiary for
life. When these five delightful illogi-
cians shall have "gone before" the rising
young dissectlonist will have an opportu¬
nity to climb to fame by exploring their
mortal parts and discovering the things
they thought with. I have a notion that
they reason by rhythmical contortions of
the vermicular appendix.

* * *

Possibly the "wild man" recently seen in
Indiana is Senator Teller, of Colorado, re¬
flecting on the unforeseen success of silver
at Chicago. Advancement of one's cause
is not altogether agreeable to observe from
a lengthening distance in the rear.

.
,

*

The action of the French poulace when
Francois made his attempt to remove Pres¬
ident Faure was not, in the judgment of
many good and wise persons, altogether
commendable. The seizure and beating of a

waiter at a neigboring cafe, who had the
misfortune to resemble the assassin, was

natural, but in tearing one of his eyes
from the socket the citizens went to an

extreme that provokes dissent. True, it
made him look less like the assassin, but
the main disadvantage of the resemblance
was of their own creation, and he could
have been given immunity by remission of
the penalty. Even if he had been M. Fran-
cols himself, the mutilation/ would have
been of doubtful experience and in ques¬
tionable taste. In great crises and under
strong excitement and provocation the
"plain people" are rightly conceded a con¬

siderable liberty of action In manifesting
their sentiments, and moreover, doubtless,
the waiter, though blameless in that In¬

stance, has a variable demerit challenging
rebuke; but republican France has laws,
and one cannot help thinking that it would
have been better in the case under review
if her loyal citizens had relied on^ them
and suffered the poor gentleman to retain
his eye. 0 M

That beneficent scoundrel, the dog poi-
soner, is abroad in the land, executing hia

utile prank to the unspeakable infelicity
of the caulolater. His pervasion of tha

dog fields of Jersey has a melancholy sig¬
nificance. It suggests the solemn suspicion
that his reprehensible, though profitable,
activity may have derived its impulse fro

my We"-meant bomllv on canine unwo
^

of which an uncommon ae^iee wu^ at¬
tributed to the dogs of our sister Common,
wealth beyond the drain. Truly I had n&

desire to dispel the seemly sloth of the
canlcide and Incite him to feats of arsenic.
I was content that the Friend of Man
should have n monopoly of the warpath as

long as he did not prolong that deviabl*
thoroughfare in the direction of my owu

sacred shin. Still, I am not prepared ta

reprobate altogether the uninvited minis-
trations of the dog-baner. They are crude
and primitive; they do not nimbly and
sweetly commend themselves to refined na¬

tures. But they do.albeit with an incon-
tlnuous and too faint a delimitation clr-.
cumscribe the Damdog's pretensions to a»

irresponsible primacy in sin. They am

(if one might care to say so) a silent denial
of his right to sit in the seat of authority,
grasping the reins of power. Our cn iliza-
lion is a canine tyranny, tempered witli
paris green. Naturally, there is a plac<*
in it for the person by whom that antidote
is supplied. #

Mr. Joel R. Justin has invented a battle
bolt that will penetrate the armor of %
thunder-junk before releasing its latent
lightning to surprise and pain the crew.
When the Government shall have paid
Joel a good round price for the use of his
Invention, he will naturally contrive a kind
of armor that will bafHe that missile, and
the Government will be compelled to pur¬
chase that also,-or he will sell it to some
other nation. It would be cheaper i to
confront this thrifty patriot with solna
practitioner of the gentle art of assassi¬
nation, and let nature take her course.

*
*
*

If thirty years ago the leading nations
of Europe and America had united in
making invention of offensive and defens¬
ive devices a capital crime, they would all
this time have been on relatively the same

military footing that they now are, and
would have been spared an expenditure of
a mountain of money. In the mad compe¬
tition for primacy in war power, not ons

of them has gained any permanent advan¬
tage; the entire benefit of tlie "Improve¬
ments" has gone to the clever scamps who
have thought them out and been permitted
to patent them. Until these sovereign
blacknihilers are forbidden by law to eat
cake In the sweat of the taxpayers' face,
we must continue to clutch our pockets
and tremble at their power. We are

willing to admire their ingenuity, cheer
their patriotism and envy their lack of
heart, but it would be better to take them
from their arms of precision, to those of
the public hangman.

*
,

*

"I have buried my national politics in my back
yard.".Koswell P. Flower.

There the mossy marbles rest
On the faith that he professed,

In his boom;
But the name he loves to cheer
Every Presidential year

Is in bloom.

Reminder for nolters.
[Columbus Dispatch].

It is a poor sort of man or woman who can't
belong to something or other that has a con¬

vention, these days.

Sec? In Perspective.
[Sar» Francisco Examiner],

The surprise of the East that the West should
really have anything to say about it is very lik«
that of the gentleman who became aware of the
brick under the hat only when he kicked the>
hat.

Too Superstitious.
[St. Joseph News],

The man who declined to pay a bill of $13 h<
owed his grocer because it is an unlucky T

ber, carried superstition most too


